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The LOG
USC NROTC Grad Joins the Blue Angels!

Millions of people have watched the precise aerobatics and precision flying skills 
of the Navy’s “Blue Angels” flight demonstration team since they were formed 
back in 1946.  They are arguably “the BEST” at close formation flying skills and 
exciting airshow routines.  The mission of the United States Navy Flight Dem-
onstration Squadron is to showcase the pride and professionalism of the United 
States Navy and Marine Corps by inspiring a culture of excellence and service to 
country through flight demonstrations and community outreach.

Now one of our own USC NROTC graduates is a part of this elite team – LT 
Nate Scott, USN, Class of 2007, joined the Blues late in 2016 in time to train 
for this year’s airshow season.  Nate, a native of Danville, California, attended 
USC on a Naval ROTC scholarship, and graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business from the Marshall School.   He then attended flight training 
in Pensacola for aviation indoctrination training.  He completed primary flight 
training in the T-34C Turbo Mentor at NAS Corpus Christi, Texas, and completed 
intermediate and advanced flight training in the T-45C Goshawk at NAS Merid-
ian, Mississippi. He received his “wings of gold” in November 2009.   

Nate then reported to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 106, the "Gladiators," at 
NAS Oceana, Virginia, for initial training in the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet. Nate 

LT Nate Scott, USN  ’07 flies the #3 spot (Left 
Wing) for the Blue Angels

continued on page 6
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From the 
  Bridge  

  Paul R. Alwine (Class of 1962)
  CAPT, SC, USN (Ret)
  President – USC NROTC Alumni League 

 Fight On!

  Paul

Can it be time for another graduation and commis-
sioning?  Wow, the years keep rolling by!  The USC 
NROTC Class of 2017 is set to leave the halls of 
Troy and head for their duty assignments in the Fleet.  
And they now join us as proud members of the USC 
NROTC Alumni League!

Something different this spring – graduation was 
held on Friday, 12 May, and commissioning was held 
on the following day, Saturday, 13 May.  This was 
done because USC’s graduation day has become so 
crowded with individual school commencement ac-
tivities that it was hard to find a time that day for the 
joint commissioning of all ROTC cadets and mid-
shipmen.

We are hoping to schedule our annual luncheon for 
later this summer or early in the fall aboard the USS 
IOWA (BB-61) in San Pedro.  Once the date is final-
ized, invitations will be sent to our members residing 
in the greater southern California area.  If you are 
interested in attending, but live of outside of the local 
area, please email me and I will make sure that you 
get the invitation.

As you saw in our cover story, LT Nate Scott, ’07, 
will be flying with his Blue Angel squadron-mates 
at the upcoming annual MCAS Miramar Airshow, 

in San Diego, on the weekend of 22-24 Septem-
ber.  We may have a “meet and greet” with Nate 
for Alumni League members, after the airshow on 
Friday, 22 September (Military Day).  If you are in-
terested in being included in this event, please email 
me (alwine@cox.net) or call 949-636-0603.  Addi-
tionally, the Blue Angels will be flying the following 
weekend (29 Sept – 01 Oct) at the Huntington Beach 
Airshow.

Each semester we continue to award five $1,000 
scholarships to deserving USC midshipmen from 
the Alumni League.   With your ongoing generosity, 
our scholarship endowment fund continues to grow 
- now over $250,000!  As it grows, we will be able 
to award scholarships to more midshipmen in the 
future.   So, keep those checks coming – your gift 
is tax deductible, and the midshipmen really appre-
ciate the recognition and support from the Alumni 
League!
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Commanding oFFiCer’s

Update

Col Christopher J.  Michelsen, USMC 
Commanding Officer & Professor of Naval Science
University of Southern California

Continued on page 5

It has been an outstanding year for the Trojan Battalion.  
I cannot believe how fast it went by.  Let me provide 
you a current situation report, a brief look forward at the 
2017-2018 school year, and a look back at the 2016-2017 
school year.

We commissioned three Marine Corps Second Lieuten-
ants and nine Navy Ensigns on Saturday, 13 May 2017.  
The event was very well attended.  These young Officers 
are physically fit, solid leaders with tremendous academic 
credentials, and morally grounded with the virtues and 
ethical reasoning required to face a dynamic, chaotic, and 
sometimes ethically ambiguous decision-making envi-
ronment.  They will make a positive and lasting impact 
on the Navy and Marine Corps for years to come.  Our 
Nation is in good hands.  All three Second Lieutenants are 
Ground Option.  One Ensign is Special Warfare (SEAL), 
one Submarine, five are Surface Warfare, and two are 
Student Naval Aviator (Pilot).  In addition, we have three 
more Midshipmen that will commission as soon as they 
complete commissioning requirements.

Following graduation, we have 49 active Midshipmen 
and Marines.  Forty-one of them are scheduled for sum-
mer cruise.  MIDN 1/C Petroy was selected to be their 
next leader as the new Commanding Officer, Trojan Bat-
talion.  He is building his team now and shortly they will 
have their plan for New Student Orientation as well as a 
2017-2018 calendar, budget, and fundraising plan.  We 
currently have 15+ students committed to joining the Tro-
jan Battalion in the fall with several more uncommitted.

MIDN 1/C Borch (Fall) and Nordhagen (Spring) were 
tremendous Commanding Officers and lead, enabled, and 
guided their Staff through the planning and execution of 
the Battalion’s battle rhythm, i.e., weekly - Naval Sci-
ence Laboratory, physical training, drill, annual – over 
fifteen events, and new events - Color Guard, support 
to NJROTC, etc.  The Trojan Battalion did a marvelous 
job implementing structure to their calendar through the 
use of a Concept of Operations Brief, Letter of Instruc-
tion, Confirmation Brief, and After Action Report for all 
events.  These skills will serve them well on active duty.

Commander Antolin left us after three plus years as our 
Executive Officer. He retires after 23+ years of honor-
able and faithful service to our Nation and the U.S. Navy.  
He did a marvelous job training and mentoring the Los 
Angeles Consortium Staff and of being a role model to 
all.  He and Jen will be missed.  Fair winds and following 
seas!  

We lose GySgt Ordaz in June 2017.  He and his wife Amy 
will be missed.  GySgt Ordaz was a true NROTC ambas-
sador to both USC and the community.  He worked tire-
lessly to prepare the Midshipmen and Marines to become 
Naval Officers.  He heads off to 1st Marine Division and 
our loss is their gain.  He will do well.  

They are replaced by Commander Hill and his wife Dar-
lene and GySgt Acosta and his wife Karen.  They are both 
on deck and are already hard at work taking care of the 
Marines, Sailors, Midshipmen, and Government/Univer-
sity personnel.  We are excited to have them!
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* * * Bulletin Board ** BUlletin Board ** Bulletin Board * * *
How to Contact Us:

USC Naval ROTC Alumni League
Department of Naval Science

University of Southern California
3560 Watt Way, PED Room 101

Los Angeles, CA 90089-0654
NROTC Office Phone Number: (213) 740-2663

Our NROTC Alumni League members are scattered all over the world and it is always fun trying to keep up with all 
your moves and changes. One way that we can keep up, is for you to complete the “Update My Information” sec-
tion of the Return Slip of The LOG when you send in your tax-deductible dues and contributions. Another way is 
to access the USC Alumni Association website http://alumni.usc.edu/benefits/online.html to update your profile, 
e-mail or mailing address. Whenever you move, get promoted, change your email address, go online to the USC 
Alumni site and pop in the current info. We don’t want you to become LOST…

Don’t FORGET!! 2017 Membership Dues are due NOW!

Please complete the form on the back page, write your tax-deductible check and send it to the Treasurer,  Ed 
Tannenbaum, using the self-addressed envelope or to the NROTC Unit - Attention: Alumni League, at the address 

listed under “How to Contact Us”

Board of Director’s Meetings
All NROTC Alumni League Members are invited to attend the Spring and Fall Board Meetings as non-voting at-
tendees. Reservations can be made with Paul Alwine: Home (949) 559-8659 or cell (949) 636-0603. The next board 
meeting will be held on Thursday, Sept 14, 2017 at 10:00 on the USC Campus.

NROTC Alumni Scholarship Endowment 
Our NROTC Alumni League Scholarship Endowment at USC is over $250,000 as of 16 April 2017. The 2016 pay-
out from our endowment that we use to provide scholarships to the Midshipmen was $12,360.  The Midshipmen 
appreciate your support with their school expenses. Any questions regarding the Scholarship  Endowment and our 
scholarship program, call Dave Dawes ‘63 (714-374-1230).

From the Ship’s Store
Trojan Battalion Items:  USC NROTC Polo Shirts -$40, and USC NROTC Challenge Coins - $10 each. 
To Order: Contact NROTC Office listed above -”How to Contact Us”.

Alumni League Items:  Tote Bag - $25, Alumni League Challenge Coins - $12, Bottle Openers (made from 
50 Caliber Bullets - $42.  To Order:  email log_editor@yahoo.com

All proceeds goes toward the support of the Trojan Battalion
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2017 NROTC AlumNi leAgue OffiCeRs

the log is a semi-annual publication of the USC 
NROTC Alumni League.  The USC NROTC Alumni 
League is a non-profit service organization commit-
ted to promote, support, and strengthen ongoing ties 
among NROTC alumni, the Midshipmen of the Tro-
jan Battalion, U.S. Naval Forces, and the University 
of Southern California.  All Navy and Marine Corps 
alumni of the USC NROTC program (currently over 
2,000 officers) are automatically members of the 
Alumni League upon commissioning.

Send comments to:

Frances Annarella ’81
e-mail:   log_editor@yahoo.com      
mail:  See address under Bulletin Board
 “How to Contact Us”

Our website: http://uscnrotc.org

like us on facebook

The LOG

continued from page 3

CO’s Update

Semper Fidelis,

Chris

PRESIDENT
CAPT Paul Alwine, SC, USN (Ret), ’62

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
CAPT Bob Brockmeier, USN (Ret), ’63

SECRETARY
CDR Maureen “Alex” Alexander, USN (Ret) ’81

INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT
CAPT Rich Suttie, USN (Ret), ’79

FINANCE
Col Jim Hull, USMC (Ret) ‘82

THE LOG EDITOR
LtCol Frances Shannon Annarella, USMC (Ret), ’81

SCHOLARSHIP & ENDOWMENTS
Dave Dawes ’63

TREASURER
Ed Tannenbaum ’62

SPECIAL EVENTS
CAPT Bob Brockmeier, USN (Ret), ’63

MEMBERSHIP
Jim Eddy ’52

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Open

I want to say again, how appreciative the Staff, Tro-
jan Battalion, and I are for The University of South-
ern California NROTC Alumni League’s support and 
commitment.  Thank you!  The financial assistance 
you provide to the Midshipmen and Marines is in-
valuable, but your love and passion for the Trojan 
Battalion shines through in all of your engagements.  
You are role models of “what right looks like”.  Please 
ensure all graduates of the USC’s NROTC program 
know the Wardroom door is always open to them and 
we would be happy to provide a tour of the facilities 
at any time.  Just contact me,  christopher.michels-
en@rotc.usc.edu or (804) 695-4844 and I will set it 
up.  

Lastly, if any graduates have internship opportunities 
for Midshipmen and Marines (during the school year 
or over the summer), please reach out.  I think you 
will find them mentally prepared to provide signifi-
cant value to your organization.   
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reported to VFA-103, the "Jolly Rogers," at NAS Oceana 
in November 2010, where he served as the Landing Sig-
nals Officer (LSO), Air-to-Surface Weapons Training Of-
ficer, Quality Assurance Officer, Naval Air Training and 
Operation Procedures Standardization Officer, and Mess 
Officer.  Nate completed two Arabian Gulf deployments 
with USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) and flew in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Nate returned 
to VFA-106 in November 2013 as an instructor pilot and 
LSO, serving as Carrier Qualification Phase Head and As-
sistant Phase Head, Hornet Avionics Division Officer and 
First Lieutenant Division Officer.  

Nate joined the Blue Angels in September 2016. He has 
accumulated more than 1600 flight hours and has 270 
carrier-arrested landings. His decorations include a Strike 
Flight Air Medal, a Commendation Medal, a Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal, and various personal 
and unit awards.  In the Blue Angels “Diamond forma-
tion,” Nate flies the #3 spot, Left Wing position.

Nate and the Blue Angels will be performing this fall (22 – 
24 September) at MCAS Miramar in San Diego.  We may 
have a USC NROTC Alumni League “meet and greet” 
with Nate after the airshow on Friday, 22 September.  For 
more details, contact Paul Alwine – alwine@cox.net or 
(949) 636-0603.  And the following weekend (29 Sep-
tember – 01 October) the Blues will fly at the Huntington 
Beach Airshow!

LT Scott is the second USC NROTC graduate to be a 
member of the Blue Angels – LCDR Amy Tomlinson, 
Class of 2000, a Naval Flight Officer, was the Events Co-
ordinator for the Blue Angels in 2009-10.

Blue Angel - LT Nate Scott
contiinued from page 1

contiinued on page 12

The NROTC Alumni League is pleased to Welcome 
Aboard a new unit Executive Officer – CDR Robert 
“Rob” Hill, USN.  Rob comes to USC after 12 years of 
duty tours in Pearl Harbor, but he and his wife Darlene are 
both Californians, so they are “coming home!”

Rob is originally from Visalia, California, in the Central 
Valley.  He attended the University of California, Los An-
geles (yes, the “other” school), where he was a member of 
the Bruin Battalion of the NROTC Los Angeles Consor-
tium.  He graduated with a BS in Biology and was com-
missioned in 1996.

Following completion of Navy Nuclear Power School and 
Prototype, CDR Hill served aboard his first submarine, 
USS NEBRASKA (SSBN 739), homeported in Kings 
Bay, Georgia and completed five Strategic Deterrent Pa-
trols.  Following his Junior Officer tour on NEBRASKA, 
he attended the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, 
California where he graduated with distinction with an 
MS in Engineering Acoustics.

CDR Hill began his Department Head tour as the Navi-
gator/Operations Officer on USS PORTSMOUTH (SSN 
707) in San Diego, California.  When PORTSMOUTH 
decommissioned several months later, he transferred to 
USS LA JOLLA in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii to continue as 
LA JOLLA’s (SSN 701) Navigator/Operations Officer.  

New Executive Officer 
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Another year has passed for the USC NROTC Drill 
Team, exemplifying the hard work and dedication of 
the newest Midshipmen to continue an award-win-
ning legacy. From the controlled chaos of New Stu-
dent Orientation the Drill Team developed the fun-
damentals of close-order drill. Under the tenacious 
guidance of the Drill Team Commander and Assistant 
Marine Officer Instructor, GySgt Ismael Ordaz, Drill 
Team members stepped off their Tuesday practices 
for preparation for the annual University of Colorado 
Boulder Drill Meet. The fall semester comprised of 
understanding the basics of unarmed and armed drill 
manuals and learning the discipline and camaraderie 
necessary to be a successful unit. Once accomplished, 
the spring semester was more honed in on cleaning 
up the competition cards. Each team--Shooting, En-
durance, and Drill--conducted independent practices 
over the semesters, increasing the intensity as Febru-
ary closed in to polish techniques and prepare for the 
oncoming competition day.

On March 4, 2017, the USC NROTC flew 24 Mid-
shipmen to Boulder, Colorado for the annual Drill 
Meet to claim another year of success. Rounding 
up the fourth year at Boulder, we participated in all 
the events and through the generosity of the USC 
NROTC Alumni League and Midshipman fundrais-

Award-Winning Drill Team Hit the Ground Running

ing we were able to meet the budget of $10,000. On 
the day of the competition, USC NROTC brought a 
fierce fight to CU Boulder in all events, achieving 
3rd Place in Platoon Drill and Endurance Competi-
tion, and 5th in Color Guard and Rifle/Pistol. Fac-
ing aggressive competitors and taking what we have 
learned, our teams plan to return stronger than ever 
next year to reclaim our title as champions!

We appreciate the support provided by the USC 
NROTC Alumni League to make our teams success-
ful and award-winning year after year. Fight on, and 
Semper Fi!

Drill Team Commander, MIDN 2/C Austin 
Carter, accepts the Platoon Drill Award.

The platoon prepares to 
conduct a “Pass in Review”
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This section of The Log is to share brief “happenings” or news items with our NROTC Alumni League members.  It is organized 
by decades of your commissioning date for ease in finding info about your ’SC classmates.  Submissions can be sent via e-mail to 
Frances Annarella at: log_editor@yahoo.com or on the return slip along with your annual dues.  Please keep it brief and please 
PRINT clearly.  Note: If you e-mail us, please include your commissioning year.  

1940’s
Charlie Repp ’45:  Saw my picture on the cover of the 
last issue of the Log.  I am in the front row, second from 
the left.  I was just a kid!

Ralph Clemons ’46: Long retired from Daniel Industries, 
a manufacturing firm.  Had lots of travel, started facto-
ries in Mexico, England, Belgium and Kuwait.  Was with 
Daniel 47 years.  Sadly, Jacqueline, my wife of 69 years, 
died in June 2016.  Health wise I am doing OK.  Rose 
Bowl was just great!  USC 52, Penn State 49!

Bill Earnshaw ’46:  Greetings to my shipmates.  There 
are still five of my class mates, including Ev Dodge, Bob 
Fairhead, John Ferlin and Don Miller.  My wife, Lois, and 
I travel to visit our growing family.  We have six children, 
28 grandchildren and currently 151 great grand children 
with four more expected in 2017!  We live in NH and 
do not visit Los Angeles or USC campus.  We have fond 
memories of the Fighting Trojans.  Fight On.

 1950’s
Buck Buchannon ’54: As most of you are engaged in, I 
am very involved in volunteer work, primarily with the 
Nice Guys of San Diego (Pres 1987) and the San Diego 
Zoo.  Jo (UCLA ’54) and I try to make one cruise each 
year and visit one zoo in the U.S. each year.  Our health 
is very good considering  we are getting a bit long in the 
tooth.  God bless America.

Don Maher’55: Still actively involved in volunteer activ-
ities both in CONUS (Save our Youth-SOY-Teen Center 
and church activities) and overseas once per year (Global 
Volunteers.org, teaching conversational English).  Also 
engaged in gym and physical fitness classes and fishing.  
Seven of my ten grandchildren have completed bachelors 
or higher degrees and the younger ones are just entering 
college.  My eldest son served 12 years as a medical of-
ficer in the Navy.  I am proud of the many years active and 

reserve duty from initial enlistment to final retirement as a 
CDR.  Thanks to all, especially Mrs. Searles.

James Stackpole ’55: Enjoying retirement in Williams-
burg, VA.

Tim Lecky ’57  Had a great time in the USC NROTC  
unit, finishing up as Battalion Commander my senior 
year.  Commissioned in the Marine Corps and retired as 
a LtCol in 1980, after 23 years.  Two tours in Vietnam, 
one as a Company Commander, one as a Battalion Ops 
Officer.  Received two Bronze Stars, both with combat 
V.  Lots of good assignments over the years.  Retired in 
Virginia Beach, VA, and started a charter boat operation, 
which I ran until 1996.  Enjoying the good life…

Vic Gulliver ’57: I’ve lost track of my NROTC fraternity 
brothers:  Ken Kampen, Don Wells, Carl Hultgren, Bob 
Basmajian and Jerry Wagner.

John  D. Chamberlain ’58: Retired in 1988 after 30 years 
of service.  Commanded USS GRAYBACK ( LPSS-574), 
USS BLUE RIDGE (LCC-19) and Surface Squadron 
One.  Taught Political Science and International Business 
at Long Beach City College for 12 years after retirement.  
Moved to San Diego north county in 2000.  Two sons are 
USC NROTC graduates.  Christopher ’82 and Stephen 
’84.  Both were Hornet pilots, left the regular Navy after 
12 years of service and both became commercial pilots.  
Only daughter, Julie, graduated from the USC MBA pro-
gram.  Congratulations to the officers of the USC NROTC 
Alumni League for the outstanding service they provide 
to the Trojan Midshipmen Battalion and members of this 
league.

1960’s
Martin Oberacker ’61: 2016 was not our best year.  I 
was diagnosed with prostate cancer the end of 2015.  First 
stage of treatment ended up giving me an infection that 
went septic.  Big problem!  When infection was cured, 
started radioactive seed implants followed by seven weeks 

D E C A D E S  DO i N g s
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D E C A D E S  DO i N g s

of radiation.  Prognosis is very good.  My wife, Margo, 
and I were both doing well until 5 September.  We were 
scheduled to fly to Maui, Hawaii the next day, but had a 
major auto accident instead.  Other party ran a red light,  
both cars totaled.  Margo ended up in the hospital with a 
broken pelvis (no surgery needed).  I broke some ribs and 
had a back problem.  Our dog “Cookie” broke her back.  
After three months, Margo graduated from a walker to 
now using a cane only when out of the house.  I am basi-
cally okay with minor back problems.  Cookie had major 
back surgery and now can walk again.  Happy to see the 
year end.  Other than that news, all is wonderful!

Nelson “Hank” Pfister ’61: One son, CAPT Eric N. Pfis-
ter, USN, USNA class of 1991- four year letterman in vol-
leyball.  Early selection (2014) to Captain, early screened 
for command, USS BATAAN (LHD-5).

Dyrck Van Dusen ’68: Diagnosed with T-cell Lympho-
ma, ALK negative in September 2015. Went through in-
tense chemo for 5 months and now in remission. This was 
a very aggressive cancer that almost got me but now I 
am back to enjoying my family, tickling the grand kids, 
showing my fully restored 1970 Chevy Nova SS at AACA 
shows, and working as the Treasurer for my church.  I 
bought the Nova when I came home from Vietnam and 
it was the family car for over 300K miles. It shows well 
now and won a first in its class this year at the AACA 
Grand National in Williamsport, PA.
 

1970’s
Stephen Troutman ’71: I have been a volunteer men-
tor for SCORE for five years, but last year, I started a 
business start up program for prisoners in our Rochester, 
MN Federal Prison.  SCORE, with 300 chapters in the 
U.S provides free small business consulting (with admin 
support from the Small Business Administration).  At the 
prison, I was able to mentor 50 inmates on how to start 
a business when they get out.  Any Trojan interested in 
volunteering, should check out www.score.org.

Doug Keith ’72: Wanted to make a comment about mar-
riage while a midshipman at USC.  Reading David Hol-
mgren’s ’75  note about being married while at the unit 

being the first.  I, too, was married while a midshipman 
(married in 1971) and vividly recall walking into CAPT 
Koval’s office with a request chit to get married in the fall 
of my senior year.  Was nervous and after being coun-
seled, chit was approved.  Forty-six years later, things are 
great.  There may have been other midshipmen in earlier 
years as well, but I will always remember standing in the 
CO’s office wondering what his response would be.  Fight 
On!

Jeffrey Stearns’72:  Beginning our 18th winter in Michi-
gan,.  Still practicing law as a commercial real estate 
transaction specialist.  Wife, Denise, retired  and dotes 
on dogs, cats and grandchildren.  We hope to be around 
for the 50th reunion in 2022.  Great to see what my class-
mates are doing.

Jon Simmons ’76: Retired from Delta Airlines on Janu-
ary 1, 2016.  Enjoying Life!  Had a great time at the Las 
Vegas Reunion of the Class of 1976 (+/-).

Alan Sargeant ’77: After seven years active and another 
19 reserve, I retired in 2003 as an 06.  I joined Cubic Cor-
poration in 1984 and retired this last year after 32 years 
as Vice President Strategic Solutions, where I worked Na-
tional Security programs.  My wife Gretchen and I moved 

TAPS
Farewell and bon voyage to our departed shipmates.

A donation has been made to the USC NROTC Alumni 
League Scholarship Endowment in the name of each of-
ficer listed below. 

Westell “Dusty” Rhodes  ’57  Oct 26, 2016
Michael Chumo, Jr ’59  Aug 30, 2016

Note: All names are published and donations are made to the 
Alumni League Scholarship Fund in their honor when their 
passing is brought to our attention.

Continued on page 12
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USC NROTC Alumni League Scholarships 
for the 2016-2017 Academic Year

The USC NROTC Alumni League is pleased to have awarded ten $1000 scholarships, which are provided by our 
Alumni members through the contributions to the Alumni League Scholarship Fund, for the Fall and Spring semesters 
of the 2016-2017 academic year to the midshipmen listed below.  This scholarship recognizes their scholastic and 
leadership achievements in the Battalion, at USC and in their community.  The funds are credited to their university 
account to assist with their school expenses (housing, student loans, etc.).  The recipients are also invited to join the 
Alumni League for lunch at the Spring Board of Directors meeting.

Fall 2016

Midshipman 1st Class Tyler Borch  - Industrial Systems Engineering – Battalion Commander - Activities: Blood 
Bowl Team, Christian Science Organization President, Adventures Ahead After School tutor

Midshipman 1st Class Kevin Cuellar - Business Administration – Marching Member - Activities: Practice player for 
USC Women’s Varsity Lacrosse Team, Sigma Chi Fraternity, part-time IT job at USC

Midshipman 3rd Class Isaac Hoyohoy – Applied and Computational Math – Color Guard Commander - Activities: 
Drill Team, Color Guard, Yearbook, Plans Committee, Hawaiian Club, USC Dragon Boat, Math Club

Midshipman 1st Class Monica Laporte – Human Biology – Alumni Affairs Officer – Dean’s List - Activities: Blood 
Bowl Team, USC Jimmy Iovine and Andre Young Academy (part-time job), Alpha Rio Chi Professional Fraternity

Midshipman 3rd Class Sarah McShea – Philosophy, Politics and Law – Squad Leader, Platoon Sergeant for Drill 
Team - Activities: SC Outfitters, USC Boxing Club, Westside German Shepard Rescue Shelter, Private Pilot, Seaplane 
Pilot’s Association, Women in Aviation International, Experimental Aircraft Association

Spring 2017

Midshipman 1st Class Roland Chen - Philosophy, Politics and Law – Marine Platoon Commander - Activities: Rus-
sian and German Clubs, Korean American Students Association.

Midshipman 1st Class Barry Cruvant - Biomedical Engineering – Platoon Commander, Advisor to Academics and 
Fiscal Officers, Leadership and Management Class Leader - Activities: USC Sydney Harman Academy for Polymathic 
Study, Research Assistant for USC Division of Biokinesiology and Physical Therapy, USC Price School of Public 
Policy student worker

Midshipman 1st Class Sarah English - Policy, Planning and Development – Platoon Commander - Activities: USC 
Helenes, Gamma Phi Beta Sorority, Bible Study Leader

Midshipman 3rd Class Eliza-Megan Fajardo – Health Promotion and Disease Prevention – Drill Team, Yearbook 
Officer - Activities: USC Helenes, Campus Crusades, SC Outfitters, Sailing TA

Midshipman 2nd Class John Lazzeroni Jr. – Electrical Engineering – Academic Officer - Activities: Blood Bowl 
Volleyball Team, USC Club Volleyball, Chi Phi Fraternity, Resident Assistant, USC Armani Research Lab
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USC Class Reunions!
USC Reunion weekend is 3-4 November 2017.  
If you gradauted from the following years, go to 
the alumni website (alumni.usc.edu) for more in-
formation:

Classes of  ’67, ’77, ’82, ’87, ’92, ’97, ’02, ’07 

The Alumni League Board of Directors works with 
three financial accounts administered by the Univer-
sity to fund programs supporting the midshipmen:

As of April 16, 2017, the NROTC Alumni Fund (22-
5506) totaled $27,167.  This is a general fund used 
for drill team travel, sword presentations, Log print-
ing and smaller expenses incurred by the League.   
Since July 2016, the beginning of the University’s 
fiscal year, the League has received $7680 in dona-
tions to the (22-5506) fund from League members in 
the form of 105 checks and 25 on-line deposits. 

To maintain the NROTC Alumni Fund (22-5506), 
the University assesses 15% of any expense as a ser-
vice charge.  Despite this fee, the (22-5506) account 
allows your League officers to channel more of your 
donation directly to programs supporting the mid-
shipmen than through any of our other accounts. 

Major expenses for the last 12 months incurred by the 
NROTC Alumni Fund (22-5506) include: $4000 for 
the Colorado Drill Meet in 2016, $3500 for Spring 
and Fall 2016 Log printing and mailing and $650 for 
Spring 2016 sword award presentations.

The second of the three accounts utilized by the 
League is the spendable account related to the 
NROTC Alumni League Scholarship Endowment 
(98-4296).  The (98-4296) account is part of The 
USC Endowment, a multi-billion dollar endowment 
for University building and academic programs.  
Checks written to the NROTC Scholarship Fund or 
money you otherwise direct to “scholarships” goes 
to The USC Endowment via the (98-4296) account.  
The rules of the USC Endowment allow that each 
year a small percentage of the sponsoring organiza-
tion’s share of the overall endowment be placed in 
a “spendable” account for use by the organization.  
This percentage is declared annually by the Univer-
sity and historically has been around 5%.

As of April 16, 2017 the NROTC Alumni League 
Scholarship Endowment (98-4296) totaled $250,790.  
Since July 2016, this endowment has increased $6945 
by way of the 103 checks and 10 on-line deposits 
sent by League members.  The University again de-

FINANCIAL REPORT
clared that about 5% of the $250,790, approximately 
$12,500, be allocated to the spendable account (28-
4296) for use by the Alumni League.  The balance 
in the spendable account (28-4296) as of April 16 is 
$21,456.  

Every semester, the League holds a board to select 
five midshipmen each to receive a $1000 scholarship 
that is placed in a separate University account to off-
set expenses relating to their education at USC.  Thus, 
we spend $10,000 each year from the spendable (28-
4296) account of the NROTC Alumni League Schol-
arship Endowment (98-4296).  There is no service 
charge to use funds from this account. 

The third account we work with is the spendable 
account related to the NROTC Parker Endowment 
(99-7416).  The Parker Endowment is a permanent 
endowment of $25,000 generously established sev-
eral years ago to offset Log printing and mailing 
expenses.  The same annual percentage declared by 
the University and applied to the (98-4296) account 
explained above is applied to the Parker Endowment 
(99-7416) and accumulated in a spendable account 
(22-7416).  The current balance in this account is 
$1002 after incurring approximately $2644 in addi-
tional mailing and printing expenses for The Log this 
past year.  There is no service charge to use funds 
from this account.

Questions?  Remember, the NROTC Alumni Fund 
(22-5506) is the best account we use to directly chan-
nel your donation to support the midshipmen.  Thank 
you for your donations!  Direct any questions to Jim 
Hull ’82 at hulljamesc@aol.com or call: (310) 902-
3860. 
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Continued from page 6

CDR Hill - New XO

Following his tour on LA JOLLA, which included a West-
ern Pacific Deployment, he served as the Branch Chief of 
the United States Pacific Command (USPACOM) Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center (JIOC) Submarine Analy-
sis Group.

CDR Hill served as the Executive Officer aboard USS 
COLUMBUS (SSN 762) from 2009-2011 in a tour that 
included another Western Pacific Deployment.  He then 
transferred to the Submarine Development Squadron 
(COMSUBDEVRON) TWELVE Tactical Analysis Group 
(TAG) where he served as the representative to Pearl Har-
bor, Hawaii.  In this role, he was embedded in the Subma-
rine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet (COMSUBPAC) staff as the 
Tactical Development Officer for the Submarine Force in 
the Pacific.  When the TAG became part of the newly-
formed Undersea Warfighting Development Center, he 
stood up Detachment Pearl Harbor where he completed 
his tour as Officer in Charge.

We give a warm Trojan Family welcome to Rob and Dar-
lene as they get reintroduced to life in southern California 
and begin their tour of duty at USC and ucla!

And, we wish “Fair Winds and Following Seas” to the 
former XO – CDR Julito Antolin, USN – who will be re-
tiring on 24 June on the fantail of the USS IOWA (BB-61) 
in San Pedro.  We appreciate his help and assistance to 
the Alumni League during his time on campus, and we 
wish him tremendous success and fun after retiring from 
the Navy!

Trojan Battalion LegaSCies
In the last issue of the Log, I asked our members to contact me if they have any direct relatives (parents, 
grandparents, children, siblings) who were also commissioned though our NROTC program and if so, to 
email me the information so we can start compiling our own Legacies list.  

I’m off to a slow start with only six responses. . .I know there are a lot more LegaSCies out there, so 
please email me at log_editor@yahoo.com with the following information:  Names, graduation years and 
relationships.  I will publish a list in a future issue of the Log, when I hit double digits in submissions!  
Until then, thank you to Rich Bruce, Scott Taylor, Joe Mattis, John Chamberlain, Jeff Stearn and Ron 
Kennedy for your submissions.

from San Diego to Prescott, Arizona and are enjoying re-
tirement.  Life is good - enjoying the northern Arizona 
mountains - skiing, hiking, biking, and more to explore.

Charles Szypszak ’79: My book, Military Lessons for 
Public Service, was published by MacFarland and Com-
pany.

1980’s
Paul Frost ’83:  After retiring in 2012, began helping vet-
erans submit disability claims with the VA and took a po-
sition with the Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA) providing financial and benefit’s information 
and counseling to the veterans, service members and their 
families.  Never stop serving!

Greg Maguire ’88: I retired in 2014 after 25+ year career 
in Naval Aviation.  Following my Navy career, I joined 
with my brother to form Adara Power, in San Jose, CA.  
Our company designs, engineers and manufactures ad-
vanced energy storage systems for residential and com-
mercial solar installations. 

1990’s and 2000’s
Nothing to Report

Continued from page 9

D E C A D E S  DO i N g s
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CLASS of 2017
Marine Corps Second Lieutenants and Navy Ensigns
Congratulations to our newest officers -Welcome aboard to the Alumni League!

2nd Lt Roland T. CHEN, USMC
Hometown:  Walnut, CA
Degree:  BA in Philosophy, Politics and Law 
First Duty Station:  The Basic School

2nd Lt Madeleine R. HUISINGA, USMC
Hometown:  Coon Rapids, MN
Degree:  BA in Linguistics and BA in Anthropology
First Duty Station:  The Basic School

2nd Lt Mark E. O’CONNELL, USMC
Hometown:  Philadelphia, PA
Degree:  BS in Chemical Engineering
First Duty Station:  The Basic School

ENS Tyler C. BORCH, USN
Hometown:  San Jose, CA
Degree:  BS in Industrial Systems Engineering
First Duty Station:  Naval Special Warfare Officer  and 
report to Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL Training, 
Coronado, CA

ENS Barry S. CRUVANT, USN
Hometown:  Las Vegas, NV
Degree:  BS in Biomedical Engineering
First Duty Station:  Submarine Officer and report to Nu-
clear Power School, Charleston, SC

ENS Kevin A. CUELLAR, USN
Hometown:  Ashburn, VA
Degree:  BS in Business Administration
First Duty Station:  Naval Pilot and report as a Student 
Aviator to Pensacola, FL

ENS Sarah J. ENGLISH, USN
Hometown:  Anaheim, CA
Degree:  BS in Policy, Planning and Development
First Duty Station:  Surface Warfare Officer and report 
to the USS ESSEX (LHD-2), in San Diego, CA

ENS Josh H. JAMISON, USN
Hometown:  North Hollywood, CA
Degree:  BS in Business Administration
First Duty Station:  Naval Pilot and report as a Student 
Aviator to Pensacola, FL

ENS Samuel M. MARQUIS, USN
Hometown:  Glendora, CA
Degree:  BA in International Relations Global Business
First Duty Station:  Surface Warfare Officer and report to 
the USS BUNKER HILL (CG-52), in San Diego, CA

ENS Alejandra J. MURILLO, USN
Hometown:  Huntington Beach, CA
Degree:  BS in Mathematics
First Duty Station:  Surface Warfare Officer and report 
to the USS JOHN P. MURTHA (LPD-26), in San Diego, 
CA

ENS Alec H. PHILLIPS, USN
Hometown:  Anacortes, WA
Degree:  BA in Environmental Studies
First Duty Station:  Surface Warfare Officer and report 
to the USS VELLA GULF (CG-72), in Norfolk, VA

ENS Evan M. SCHWARTZ, USN
Hometown:  Olney, MD
Degree:  BA in Environmental Studies
First Duty Station:  Surface Warfare Officer and report 
to the USS HIGGINS (DDG-76), in San Diego, CA

ENS Kevin G. SPILLMAN, USN
Hometown:  Prescott, AZ
Degree:  BA in International Relations
First Duty Station:  Surface Warfare Officer and report 
to the USS RUSHMORE (LSD-47), in San Diego, CA

ENS Jacob A. TREAT, USN
Hometown:  Oak Harbor, WA
Degree:  BA in Narrative Studies
First Duty Station:  Naval Pilot and report as a Student 
Aviator to Pensacola, FL
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Back at the Battalion

* Fall 2016 *
MIDN 1/C Tyler Borch, USNR

Born in Singapore, Tyler Borch grew up in Saratoga, CA 
and went to Saratoga High School.  There he was active 
in sports, playing water polo, wrestling and swimming.  
After a visit to USC in his junior year, he applied to USC 
and the NROTC program, along with West Point and the 
Naval Academy, as he wanted to serve in the military.  
His grandfather, Gerald Borch, had gone to USC and was 
among one of the early NROTC graduates in the Class of 
1945.  

At USC Tyler majored in Industrial and Systems Engi-
neering, and was active as a member of the Kappa Sigma 
fraternity, played Club Water Polo, co-founded the USC 
Spearfishing Club, and was a tutor to local K-5 students 
in reading and math,  At the NROTC battalion, in addition 
to his service as Battalion Commander, Tyler was a Squad 
Leader, Command Master Chief, Athletics Officer, and a 
member of the Drill Team, where he was Captain of the 
Endurance Team (the “E Team”) that won 2nd place at 
the University of Colorado Drill Team meet in 2015.  His 
summer cruises included CORTRAMID as a 3/C; Project 
“GO” (Global Officer), where he spent his 2/C cruise in 
Tianjin, China, in a Chinese language immersion course; 
and his 1/C cruise in Coronado, CA, for SEAL Officer 
Assessment and Selection (SOAS).

Tyler graduated with a BS in May 2017 and will report to 
Coronado for SEAL training.

* Spring 2017 *
MIDN 1/C Julianne Nordhagen, USNR

Julianne was born in Boca Raton, FL and graduated from 
Boca Raton Community High School in 2013.  In her 
Freshman year, she took a class in Naval Science which 
got her interested and active in the Junior NROTC pro-
gram.  During her high school years, she became the 
CO of her unit, judged to be the #1 JNROTC unit in the 
country!  A Navy video crew from Pensacola captured her 
JNROTC activities and progress through her high school 
career, and they have continued developing her story 
through her time at USC.

She considered the Naval Academy, but ultimately chose 
the NROTC program at USC over Duke and the Univer-
sity of Florida.  In the Trojan battalion, she participated 
in Drill Team during her Freshman year, and her summer 
cruises included CORTRAMID as a 3/C, the USS NEW 
ORLEANS (LPD-18) for her 2/C cruise, and was at NAS 
North Island with helicopter squadron HSC-8, the “Eight 
Ballers” for her 1/C cruise.

At USC, Julianne has been active in the Kappa Kappa 
Gamma sorority, was a member of the Scuba Club, the 
Hiking Club, and worked part-time in the Provost’s of-
fice.  She studied abroad for a semester in London, and 
also studied in Cape Town, South Africa.  She will gradu-
ate in December 2017 with a BS in Industrial and Systems 
Engineering, and hopes to become a Naval Aviator!

2016– 2017 Battalion Commander Profiles
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The Photo Gallery

LT George (Chris) “Uncle” 
Armas ’05 is a Aviation Sur-
vival Training Center instruc-
tor at NAS Lemoore, CA.  He 
is an Aviation Physiologist 
and a Naval Aviator helicop-
ter pilot.

Midshipmen undergoing Aviation Survival 
Traing prior to their summer Cruise

Alumni Board members with our WWII Vets at the Veteran Dinner

Rich Suttie ’79 pre-
senting Alumni Awards 
at Thursday Prolab 
awards ceremony.

Drill Team Color Guard takes 3rd Place at Southern 
California Invitational Drill Meet (SCIDM)
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The seventh annual USC Veterans Appreciation Dinner was held on March 22nd at the Westin Bonaventure Hotel in 
Los Angeles.  This is an annual celebration that recognizes the contributions of the Trojan military families.  Veterans 
attending USC and all members of the ROTC programs are invited, and this year, the event was attended by more than 
800 military service members and their families.  

The evening’s guest speaker was Army Brigadier General Viet Luong, the Chief of Staff of U.S. Army Central.  Luong 
is the first Vietnamese-born general in the United States military and is a proud graduate of the University of Southern 
California.  He attended USC from 1984 - 1987 on an Army  ROTC scholarship and graduated with a degree in Bio-
logical Sciences.

Another highlight of the evening was the honoring of World War II veterans.  USC Trustee Edward P. Roski, Jr pre-
sented medals of appreciation  to each  World War II veteran in attendance.  NROTC was represented by Bob Benner, 
Jeff Arnett, Richard Vivian and Charles Repp.

USC Veterans Appreciation Dinner

Richard Vivian ’45 (left) and 
Charles Repp ’45 (below) display-
ing their USC World War II Medals

Valene Smith and Bob Benner ’45 with his medal
Alumni League Board members:  Frances Annarella ’81, 
Bob Brockmeier ’63, Jim Hull ’82 and Jim Eddy ’52

USC President C.L. Max Nikias with 
BG Viet Luong USA (USC Army ROTC 
Class of 1987)
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A month after the United States entered the Great War in 
1917, USC placed all of its campus resources at the dis-
posal of the federal government. By the following year, 
600 students had left for the service, an ROTC program 
opened on campus, gym classes morphed into training 
courses, and faculty formed a military company of their 
own. As the war continued, some 1,000 students pitched 
tents on Bovard Field, lived under Army regulations and 
attended classes in uniform.

With the return to peace, USC’s ROTC training unit was 
disbanded. But as World War II dawned, USC served as 
a naval preparatory flight school and hosted training pro-
grams for the Army, Marine Corps and Navy. The Naval 
ROTC program began in 1940, followed by Air Force and 
Army programs, establishing a relationship that continues 
today. And USC became a major training center for man-
agers who would run technical operations in the emerging 
defense industry.

World War II saw student enrollment decrease by 15 per-
cent, and 75 faculty members marched off to war, along 

with more than 2,600 alumni. By 1945, 75 percent of the 
male student body was in uniform. Female students served 
in the U.S. Naval Reserve, donated blood and made other 
contributions on the home front.

After the war, veterans arriving under the G.I. Bill swelled 
USC classrooms. Unlike other institutions, USC put no 
limit on veteran admissions. The result: Between 1945 
and 1948, enrollment of daytime and evening students 
doubled from 11,800 to 24,000. The surge in veterans 
subsided in the 1950s, and during the Cold War, the uni-
versity’s links to national defense shifted from manpower 
to research and technology. USC won a succession of bids 
for research centers such as the Information Sciences In-
stitute, which supports the U.S. Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency.

Today, USC ranks No. 4 among private research universi-
ties in Department of Defense-sponsored research expen-
ditures, with more than $200 million in active research 
funding.

An excerpt  from the Trojan Family Magazine Spring 2017 - for the complete article, go to:
https:// tfm.usc.edu/usc-and-the-u-s-military-100-years-of-fighting-on

USC and the Military - 100 years of Fighting On!
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UsC naval  rotC alUmni leagUe

Department of Naval Science
University of Southern California
3560 Watt Way, PED Room 101
Los Angeles, CA  90089-0654

The LOG

SEAHORSES Wanted!
The Trojan Battalion is in the process of getting all the Seahorse yearbooks scanned and once completed, 
they will be availlable for all of us to access.  When they were taking inventory, they realized that they 
are missing quite a few issues and reached out to us for assistance.  Please contact Frances Annarella at 
log_editor@yahoo.com if you have any of the following yearbooks that the unit can borrow; once they 
are scanned, the books will be returned to you, probably in about 4 to 6 weeks. 

1942
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1944

1945

1948

1949

1950

1993

1994

1997

2014

2015


